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requiring the Holy Father to grant a lay
administration, was an unredeemed pledge
In 1857 Pius IX. made thf last Papal progress
through his northern states. He was kindly
received, but did not mention the word
reform. Antonelli had no programme; he
waited simply on Providence.

A Roman conspirator and exile, Orsini,
brought the situation to a crisis on January 14,
1858, by attempting the life of Napoleon III,
in the open day as he was driving to the
opera. Condemned to death, Orsini addressed
the Emperor in an historic letter on February
11, pleading for the liberation of Italy,
Cavour turned the whole incident adroitly
against Rome; he met Napoleon secretly at
Plombieres, July 20, 1858 ; and a kingdom of
twelve millions, from the Alps to the Adriatic,
was designed under the house of Savoy.
War was in immediate prospect. The Tem-
poral Power had been supported by a truce
between the two empires on whose armed
occupation Antonelli relied. If they fought,
and Austria were beaten, the Pope's richest
provinces would be lost, a new Lombard
Kingdom set up not far from the gates of
Rome. Now then a French army landed at
Genoa in May, 1859. The victory of Magenta
followed, and on Jtune II the Austrian troops